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onesty - the best .

best to play
safe with
insurance
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=S Savvy Christmas
shopping tips

Buy what the person wants, not what you want
them to have. If your brother or uncle says they
are happy with a belt and a pair of socks, buy them
what you can afford. The belt doesn't have to be
from Louis Vuitton or the socks from Harrods. Buy
classics the person can use every day.
‘When shopping for a couple, buy one gift that

your insurance is worthless if you didn't tell the company
about your conviction when you took out the palicy.
More than seven million people in the UK have

convictions, but many don't realise that they have to tell insurers
about them - no matter how minor - before they sign up to an
insurance policy. One woman found guilty of benefit fraud faces
having to pay back a £240,000 payout after her house was burned
down because the insurance company says her policy is void. 50
what are the rules? When do you need to declare a conviction and
what happens if you didn't realise you needed to?

I fyou've ever been convicted of a crime, you could find

If you'reabout tosign know about any unspent they can both enjoy rather than two individual ; P Sometimesthings
p for household convictions and any court gifts. For a couple that entertains a lot, buy an item from your past
insurance policy, most  cases that you're currently i

they can use when they have guests, suchasa

insurers will expectyoutotell  involved in, where the case scented candle or salad servers. , N ! can‘haunt Youl
them about all convictions hasn't come to court. That & & )Make the gift yourself. Put pictures of family i \ B finances in totally
except, sometimes, minor doesn’t just apply to any 'events or relatives in inexpensive, tasteful : { '

> s 4 : 1 unexpected ways. That's
motoring offences (such as convictions you (as the frames. Bake Christmas cakes or festive cupcakes. : ! | B P 1/
speeding). But it's better for potential policyholder) may : Acrafty friend of mine made lovely jewellery for 1 : what happe nedtoa
you to tell the insurer than for have, but to anyone who lives : 2 + i

everyone og:(is%:risttmhas I‘ist.kAIng rz;member: : woman with a previous

wrap your qifts so look like they came . ¥ 4

el £ & B g \ (perhaps long-forgotten)
IGive arr::él TI}:;LWIY;u owi Lthal they have 3 criminal record, WL
ong admired, like a scarf or a piece of e = e \ :

jewellery. Thisway you not only make the person A5 ; herinsurance com RARY,

really happy with your special, personal sacrifice, : s decided a claim she made
but is also saves you money.

the company to find out that with you. The only time you
you have a conviction when don't have to declare a
you come to make a claim. conviction is if it's spent.

Insurers should spell The bad news is that if
ut the information u do have an unspent
they want very clearly, conviction, you could

but sadly not all do. If you're find it very hard to get

: : ! : = Shop in charity and secondhand shops. . 2 was invalid. This week,
?;T:Zgizr;::;:fgf;;k:mt L:?:;z’;ﬁrisgc;::: T::L:reers : hVintage c!oﬂ'lbi:g, ha ;dbadg;; jewelleryand § l alert you to how even
5 otherit ices. Tmi icti
boxsayingthatyouagreeto  anyonewitha conviction, even ;ec"e:@"}i;;"a be‘;:?m?fateﬁ’r"’geg:’i‘:ap”m _ small criminal convictions
m:;r;;zﬂ?;z:hg;f v g;‘hzzr::ﬂr::si’;ﬁgg::( e ! charity shop thatwas perfect for a friend who . may render certain
; i lovesto garden and the price was less than £20, | g eleci ;
those assumptionsisusually case-by-case basis, which Biitag qgui o T gnlen :;" s ed?atfl;zfﬂ insurance policies invalid.
that you don't have any means a conviction for fraud or Qs s S e S In the Q&A section, a
criminal convictions. arson might mean you
wouldn't be able to gethome y 3 reader asks about an
Unless your insurer insurance, buta conviction for I pay off my credit cards ALVIN SAYS: Over the last vear or ; issue affecting many
pecifically says shoplifting might not increase completely every month, st cre.dit e compgi?es
differently, you should your premiums. :

but the two card companies people - unexpected

have been reducing card limits

assume that they’ll want to

Thorear Jrtmberct 7 I hay'e ?aljds with have for customers. In some cases & : red llCFIOI‘IS on credit
Binsumrs thatwill give slashed my credit |lrfllt from £6,000 to it's blecauselthe companies are card limits.
Cover I peapie with £500 and £2,400 to £500. 1 have tried to find out why worried their customers may
unspent convictions. The they have done this and have had no joy. One credit card getinto too much debt; in

" youdon't have

; b . thers g
insurance brokers’ organisation is from my own bank which knows that I have some pligisttseerisiobebeedtss . beloyaltoone

. ° J they're not making enough __ creditcard
gls%‘}?wg 0o t°"3?:t°°uch savings. [ went into the local brangh and hL askedme e e s —r
with spe:ia\ist%:oﬁrs e three times, why did I want a eredit card if I could pay it pay off their cards in full. My advice would be to contact

’ charityUnfock (nlock.org.0k) all off each month. I'm 71 years old and a widow. I would the card provider in writing requesting an explanation.
i Eﬁ:g‘lf me at i o i Wilh o enciers. appreciate an answer as I think they are penalising me They should tell you whether you were turned down
On imhal _l:;rqinhu ;'?'“ 4y e bt o e because I pay it all off and that can’t be right. because of information on your credit file (which sounds
r p;.g ;‘:;ndv\:r?ck |; I';eeﬁv" l Ll < unlikely in your case) or for other reasons. If you're still
b “london WIFOD Margarel, via email not happy, remember there are other credit cards out

there - you don’t have to stay with the two you have.




