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SAVE{$31TIO0N ENERGY BILLS

making its presence felt. That means winter coats, scarves and
turning the heating on. And that means higher energy bills.

Some energy companies have reduced one or two of their tariffs
tog headlines in the and make sure they're at the top of the
tables on price comparison sites. But it doesn't mean that particular supplier will
necessarily be the cheapest overall. If you don‘tqualify for the headline-grabbing
deal (perhaps because you don't want to pay by direct debit), other tariffs offered

by the company may not be very competitive. So how can you save on your
energy bill?

T The Indian summeris just amemory and the chill wind of autumnis

£ Shoparound for a better deal, but be careful. Read your meter; unless you

know how much energy you've used over the last year you won't be able to
work out if another gas or electricity company will be cheaper than your current
one. Ideally, you should compare the results you get from several different price
comparison sites, such as uSwitch.com, confused.com, and switchwithwhich.
co.uk, because they may come up with different results. It will take a bit of time
(expect to spend around 5 minutes on each site), but it's worth it. There's no point
trying to save time if you switch to a more expensive deal,

#  You'll normally save the most if you switch to a dual fuel online tariff which
you pay by monthly direct debit. As a condition of signing up to an online
tariff, you may have to read your meter every three months. Many online tariffs
insist you pay by monthly direct debit, but not all do. However, hould keep an

eye on the amount of money you're being
asked to pay by the energy company every
month. Lastyear a number of energy
suppliers were criticised for forcing
customers to pay higher monthly direct
debits, even when their account was in credit.

£ Never switch to a different deal through

a doorstep salesman, who will only be
able to tell you about the deals offered by the
company that employs them. They get paid
mainly by commission, so they have to get
customers to sign up, even ifit’s not in their best
interests to do so. There's been a lot of criticism
of the hard-sell tactics that some of them use.
Don'tfall for them.

5: Paying by prepayment meter used to be the most expensive way of getting

your gas and electricity, but research from the consumer organisation
Consumer Focus shows that it's customers who pay by cash or cheque who
generate the biggest profit for energy companies. If you're happy to pay by
prepayment meter and you owe less than £100, you may be able to save money if
Yyou switch to a different energy provider. There’s information on how to do this at
G Direct, visit direct.gov.uk.
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Or post to: Alvin Hall, Reveal,
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I'll be sharing my
advice with you

» mg Thecooling temperatures

remind us that two things
will soon be grabbing at
our bank accounts and
wallets: energy bills

b i
- - and Christmas.

Every year the cost of
both gets higher, but our
earnings never seem to
keep pace. Theresultis

" evenmore pressure on the
limited money we have.

This week | suggest some
ways to lower the cost of

i both and tell you what
happens to the cost of
your car insurance if you
have an accident with an
uninsured driver.

Being informed and
aware are great tools to
help you get the most for
your money during every
season of the year.
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